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ATLANTA, GEORGIA, FEBRUARY 27, 2007:  The State Ethics Commission has 
unanimously elected Mr. William H. Jordan to serve as Chairman and Mr. Sonny 
Watson to serve as Vice-Chairman to the Commission pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 
21-5-4(e), effective February 22, 2007. In addition, Mr. Griffin B. “Jake” Pollard, 
Jr. and Mr. James C. Gatewood, each respectively, appointed by Gov. Sonny 
Perdue, were sworn-in as members to the Commission.  
  
Mr. Jordan is a partner in the law firm of Alston & Bird, LLP, specializing in 
complex commercial litigation, government and internal corporate investigations, 
corporate ethics and compliance matters, and antitrust law. He served as the 
General Counsel for the Georgia Republican Party, Senior Counsel to the 
Assistant Attorney General for the US Department of Justice and the Deputy 
Counsel to the Special Committee for the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals by the 
Chief Judge.  
 
Mr. Jordan is a Board member and former President of the Atlanta Lawyers 
Chapter of the Federalist Society and presently is part of the group’s National 
Practitioners Advisor Council, a member of the Legal Advisory Board for the 
Southeastern Legal Foundation, and a member of the Board of Families First. 
 
Mr. Watson is the Chairman of the Middle Georgia Community Action Agency, 
Inc. and the Chairman of the Board of Directors of CB&T Bank of Middle 
Georgia, and a member of the Houston County Hospital Authority.  
 
Mr. Watson was the Chairman and CEO of the EMBECO, Inc., an insurance 
general agency, and Watson Insurance Agency, Inc. He also served in the 
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Georgia Legislature for 22 years and as an Administer of Houston County, 
Georgia, for 17 years. 
 
Mr. Griffin B. “Jake” Pollard, Jr. is a retired member of the United States Air 
Force. He was a former Georgia State Senator for eight years, where he served 
as the Chairman of the Insurance and Labor Committee, Vice Chairman of 
Judiciary, Vice Chairman of Public Safety, member of Appropriations, Ethics, and 
Rules Committees. He also served as the Chairman of the Columbia Soil and 
Water Conservation District, the President of the Georgia Association of 
Conservation Districts and National Director for the National Association of 
Conservation Districts.  
 
Mr. Pollard was a Columbia County Superior Court Clerk, where he served a 
term as the President of Superior Court Clerk’s Association of Georgia and as a 
member of the Board of Commissioners of the Superior Court Clerks’ Retirement 
Fund of Georgia.  
 
Mr. James C. Gatewood is a partner at Gatewood, Skipper & Rambo, PC. He is 
owner of the Gatewood Farms and Thronateeska Bluffs Plantation, LLC. He is 
the President of King’s Real Estate, Inc., a member of the State Bar of Georgia, a 
member of the Board of Advisors for the State Botanical Gardens of Georgia and 
a member of the Board of the Georgia Trust for Historic Preservation.  
 
Mr. Gatewood served as the Chairman of the Advisory Board of Directors for 
Wachovia Bank and the Board of Trustees of Southland Academy, Inc.  
 

 
 
 

 


